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FPather Lemoine's Trip as an Ambagcader to same people.

Intreduction-—-=--

The years 1660 and 1661 were exceptionally trying for the early
French-Canadians. The greatect effort ever made by the Irequois to
wipe away all French settlements frem the 3t. Lawrence shores were
digplayed in May 1660. At that mournful date was fought the famous
Combat at Leng-Sault, on the Ottawa River, in which & handful of
young French ¥elunteers, (gixteen in number) reenforced by a small
group of two scoree of chrigtian Hurone from Quebec--who afterwards
in the most critical hour gave up the fight--gustained the shock of a
lenghty battle with an evemy whose fighting force amounted to nearly
a thousand men. Our French braves were vanquigshed of course, but they
oppoged guch & registance in their defeat as to discourage the victo-
rious enemy in hie design of a general invasion combined for the compl-
ete annihilation of New France.

The heroic death of this emall Elite so precious in the gight of
God gave life to the rest of the population.---The Iroquoig however
did not for that much allow the war axe any appreciable time of rest,
nor had their war gpirit suffered a down-fall tantamount to a relaxa-
tion: they continued harcelling the French by zkirmishea, raids and
depredation all over New-France. These ruthless hostile deeds perpe-
trated by detached war-parties resulted in quite a number of citizens
killed and othere made prisoners with the awful perspective of a very
pogsible death to be endufed at the stake at the hande of their inhumen
captore.

In the gummer of 1661, the country wae held in a state of terro-
riem, digcouragement was pregsuring all hearte on account of this con-
tinuous and uncheckable guerilla practised by such an implacable enemy,
ag to make at the time, life intolerably unsecure for the whole pop~-

ulation.-~Jugt them, when things were at worst, a ray of hope, by the
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mercy of God, pierced through the gloemy sky, and the paradox is that
it came forth from where fear was emanating from those very ones who

were cauging all the fright.

The Irequois Embassy(in July 1661.)

Thie hopeful pregage came in July 1l66l--when appeared above Montr
treal a canoe of Iroquois, carrying & white flag in fudl dieplay;
those who mounted it reasonably thought that under that symbol of peac
ags a warrantee of security, they could make their approach without
provoking any hostile manifestation on the part of the inhabitants
who, certainly whould have been justified to resort to such, by way
of retaliation for the man'}murdergg raide and wanton deeds of cruelty
their nation had perpetrated against them. What served to give ag-
gurfance to the memberg of his delegation was the presence among them
of four French captives for an immediate release into the hande of the
Governor; ag goon a2 admitted in his presence to a parlet...

The Chief of this Embassy was an Iroquois of the Cayuge Tribe,

8 man held in high repute by the French and known as friendly to them.
He paused before the Governor ae representing his own Nation and that
of the Onnondagas who had deputed him with propogition of peace in the:
name,

The apparition of this envoy brounght an immense relief to the
timorous population of Montreal, kept in a state of terrorism resultin
from thet savage guerrilla presently prevailing all over the country.

The thought of a possible subeidency or truce in the dismaying
state of human strife aszgﬁey were at the time, was by ite very nature
apt to fill their hearts with a supjre?e relief which can be appre-
cieted to its full but by those who experienced it.

However before abandonning themselves to a complete joy, it was
imperious firet of all, for the French to test the quality of the
Embagsy, to make sure that the hand which wasg holding the olive braﬁch
wag not gecretly armed with the tomahewk or the axe, and if the egign
of peace was not a catch to entrap them in some viciously concerted
device by the cunning Iroquoig to obtain the release of eight of théiiz

compatriotis detained as war prisonere since a year, in the jail of



Montreal, so that afterward they may be more at ease to execute their
evil machination. It was with thie reserve of confidence that the Gov
ernor admitted the Iroquois Peace-Party to a parley.

The magnificence of the Chief, the most considerable mmong his
people, appeared in a gtriking evidence from fhe beginning of the
conference; for he presented himeelf before the Governor, the city
council and the people assemble, loaded with splendd#d presents.

Twenty beautiful wampum-belts were forthwith displayed before the
agsembly: they were emblems embodying in themeelves the whole subject
matter of the embasey: These wampumg were to be presented to the
Geverner one by one, each according to Indian fashion, was accompanied
with a short talk by the chief deputy himself, whaﬁh he delivers with ¢
& countenance full of dignity, susteined by loftnese of theught and
modulated into graceful figurative expressione --- talks explanatory o:
the respective meaning of each present.--(These eloquent talks can be
read in the original records, "Relationgof the Jesuits, Year 1661 page
78.")

All the chief deputy's utterances were ultimately aiming at ghow-
ing one thing; the eincerity of purpose with which they were animated
in their venture for peace; and to confirm his words by & concrete fact
the chief éet free the four French prisoners they had with them, and
- moreover he promised to deliver also the twenty other French captives
actually kept in bondage by the "Onnondagae" in exchenge for the eight
"Cayugas" held in prison at Montreal. Were it that hisg disposition to
peace be gtrong enough ag to incline him to ffwérty. But the most
gurpkising condition of the projected peace waeg the request made by
thig chief of a Black-Robe to accomrany his party on their way back
to theéir country, without which there would be no peace, and the life
of the twenty French captives and their deliverance depended on that
condition.

The governing authority of Montreal(The Sieur de Maisonneuve)
thinking it with justice beyond his province to decide by himself on th
cage, referred the whole matter to Q uebec, leaving it to the prudence

of the "Governor General to decide in last instancegeee=- .



At Quebec, after a sgerious deliberation with hig counsel the
Governor agreed on every point, although not without a certain re-
luctancy which he gensed in hig mind, arising from unsatisfactory
$ermg found in the contemplated treaty. The weak point of the treaty
wag that it failed in giving sufficient guarantee of security and per-
menency in face of the well known versgatility of mind and mobility of
character of the other contracting party, begides, the difficulty of
being long in peace with one or two Iroquois tribes at the exclusion
of the others as the cage was in the present contract. However, in
gpite of all these discouraging reasong, the dire circumstances in
which they were, make them take advantage of a like chance offered
them, in fear of a gtill worse fate 1iably to come from a flat re-
fusal.

The congideration of peril fer the father who would be sent in
connection with this deputation, without other material security but
the present good will of these Iroquois, although not & small affair,-
wag not congidered & gsufficient arguement against the adopted decision
and the question of finding a man among the Jesuite for the perilous
miggion presented no difficulty, given the readiness of the mission-
arieg in those heroic times to expﬁse their life for any motive of
God's Glory and the salvation of the souls.

The choice fell this time again on the heroic Father Lemoine.

As he had already seen more than once the murderous axe raiged above
hig head by infuriated Indians in siqil’ar migeione of peace and
Apostolate; Lis present appointment may give him the good to see again
the death instrument raised against him ready for a stroke --—*put it
will be without making him falter or recoil —eﬂthis goul having become
bragg-clad against fear by -dint of times he éiready hed faced danger:
In three different circumstances he had lived periods of daye with the
dreadful war-axe sugpended like "Damoclesg' sword" by a weak thread a-

bove hig head.



Father Lemoine's Journey to the Iroquois.

"Phe day following our departure from Montreal, (dJuly 81, 1661)"
wrote Pather Lemoine in géptember 1661 from the Onnondagas, "we were
met by a canoe of Mohawk Indians, one of the five Iroquoie Nations, who
were laying in wait for us. They wanted to capture on e of our canoeg
coming & little way behind. Ite occupants seeing themgelves pursued,
had the good senee to cry out to us who were a little ahead of them.
We stopped and delayed there until night, trying to extricate our-
gelves from the evil encounter. Presents were offered by our party to
these troublesome people who accepted them compliently at firet, but
afterward brought them back saying that they would raise the war-axe
only against their old enemies (the Hurons and the Algonquins.)

Three days hence above Lachine Rapide, twenty warriors of the
Oneidas  (an other of the five Iroquois Tribeeg) in three canoeg, were
geen precipitating their course upon us. They had seen ug the previoue
evening; the whole night they had labou to make their approach,
armg and bonds in hande, intending to'géke ug their prisoners. But
recognizing soon their error they came to terma. Neverthelesg some
among them more indisciplinateX "surrounded me" wrote the Father,
"armed with axes and knives which they pointed at my throat as if
willing to slash it."™ Thie obliged the Chief of our party to inter-

pose, which he did by means of presents,

On the great lLake Ontario, we met three other canoeg mounted
by Oneida Indiane going to war against the Nez-Perce (an Indian Tribe
of the West.) They imparted us. the news that three Iroquois men had
been killed in their own field by come Andastague Indians, -- a common

enemy to the Five Nationgs.--



we to our night

At "Otiatanhague” v .
regt in company of eight Onnondaga warriors going in & cance to join
another war party of their tribesmen commanded by the chief Orreowatie
who had been for some time detained as prisoner at Montreal; he was
presently going to the Prench town to avenge his honor for the insult
inflictéd him by the French, his detainers.

"It ig here that I received," ---The father wrote,-~~"the first

was deputed (the

demonstration of amity )

Onnondagas) they began #o—eed booornk —me—ieefine dishes of "sagamite™

(Indiane national digh ;;de of corn fleﬁgaggzged in water) for my
refection . Then, started, escorted by quite a troop toward the

(Wnorr 5 praesenta s )
72222223%§g Castle, the chateau-fort of the Nation. Six miles within
=amelwi-of the village, a halting place had been managed where Father
Temoine was met and greeted by the great chief of Onnondaga, Garakon-
tie by name,”

This chief had a great personal gympathy for the French and the
Miggionaries in general. He was by hig good will toward the FRench
and by hig remarkable religious bent, the inspiring geniug ofzhie wbo}
diplomatic movement toward peace with the consequent deliverance of
a1l the French captives etill detained in the Iroquois Country.

"It wag in thie capacity as one gpecially interested in this elm-
basgy that hé came from two leaguedistance to meet me"™ wrote PFather
Temoine, "accompanied by five others sechemg of the tribe"--an honor
never rendered to any Ambassgador before, since they nézgr want to go

farther than a quarter of a league from their village ég honor

gimiliar personages.n

From that place on the trip agsgsumed & peculiar aspect for the
Priest Ambsgsador, taking the form of a triumphal march for the rest
of the way. Right there Lemoine began to be an object of great
interest and curiosity to those who had came to meet him there and

made the new comer the ﬁécus of attraction for the eyes of the curious

crowd who were staring at him and scanning hie person from head to

toes. The walk was executed between two imposing YOWE of people
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moving aleng with him and deliring with joy--never tigz%éof contemp-
lating the gtrange persenage clad in black gown with[aplarég%g§321e
flewing éi-n.frem hies ghoulders--rivalling amongst themeselves as to
whem would secure the best pesgition to view the gingular man with
greater advantage as he wes proceeding alongside of them or who shall
cry the 1duder their joy. These demonstrative people were not sgatis-
fied with & gingle glimse furtively caught of the father in his pro-
greegive march, but froﬁ behind they ran ahead and took a new pogitioen
for a further inspection of him.

Even formal acts of courtesy and civility were added to mere
sentimental demonstration, gpecially by the younge folke in tendering
their illustrious Visitor fruite they had just grééyfor him from the
wild,in little rune they were taking in the bush for the purpose,
perfectly sure, in their naivete, that he would find them grand and
delectable to taste, while some others young onesg, willing to be gentle
algo, offered the Father delicacies of ether sort they could think best
guitable, to hig palate.---

Thug the hhmble Jesuit executed his march in all medesty, amid
guch an escort, and gently smiling at this display of admiration for
his person. The fatheibizsggifed at the same time to the acclamation
of the crowd with the eoe%eme%;gg ambasgador cry , "vivatl vivatli"
adding formulae of good cheer of his own inspiration accerding te
circumetance. Thpe the imvoging cortege wound ites way untilii;rived at
& trifle digtance within reach of the village when &he whole train was
made to stop for a ralley before the final term...Before resuming the
merch the Father, in & few chosen words, expresged his gratification te
the people for the kind and obliging welcome tendered him .....speaiking
in their own language which wae to them a surprise and a delight to hes
hear a stranger gpeak their own tongue.

Having reached the Onnondaga town, Father Lemoine was led directly
by hie escort intb the largest lodge,the home of the most impertant
family_of the place, 6hief Garahogtie‘a own lodge, happy and gratified

-

in having such 2 rare and dignifiéd ﬁéet lodge®“under hig roof made of
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bark and thought fit only for people living the busgh life.....{

Fow, to quote lLemoine's own worde, "One of the firgt thing the
Chief Garakontie thought of on my arrival here was to prepare a place
of worghip in hig own ledge for me to use whenever I wighed to call
and gather the people for such purpose€......

Let nue here read Father Lemoine's own impressgion on this occasion.
"He (Garakontie) dressed it (the chapel) without atone}nor carpentry
work. Our Lerd who is well pleased with dwelling under our sacramental
Specieg diesdaine not to lodge under barks --- and the trees of the
gavage foregte are not less precioug to him than the cedars of Mouht
Libaneog, since he makes & paradige of every place wherein He happens
to dwell."” "I let you guess what a consolation it was to me and, to ¢
our French and Christian Huron captiveg here, to find themselvee, poér
dispersed sheep, asgembled ag in former time in their own country
around their former Pastor and Pather, to make tﬁeir devotion and atteg
the mogt august of our Mysteries in the land of their dire captivity."

"On August 11th, Just one month after his departuré from Montreall
continued Father Lemoine,"was held at Onnondaga, the general council
of the ancient representatives of four Iroquois Nations, who had come
éggomitantly from their respective villages as though by a special dis-
poeition eof God's Providence to hesr the Word of Salvation that as a
Priest I was carrying teo them from the part of Heaven.”

All the members were convoked by the sound of & handbell into the
Pather's lodge, the largest of the village,:where all those who were
present were exhorted by the grand chief himself to lend an attentive
ear to the orator. Then a gignificative ¢ry ran through all the villag
ag a last call, and then all took their place according to rank, dig-
nity eand age. The opening was made by & prayer as narrated by the
Father himgelf. He prayed with the French and the Huron captives the

only chrigtiane in all the assemble.



The Father spoke to the ssgembly, part in Huron and part in
Iroquoie. He began thus: "To thee, Onnondaga, am I now addreseing
these fowr worde of mine",....meaning the four chief points of the
peace treaty already agreed upon at Quebec.

Each point afforded a subject matter for a ghort harangue degigned
to elucidate an agticle or a clause concerning the treaty in question,
and each conclusion wag followed by & protestation 6n the part of the
hearers of their resolution to abide by the agreement already reached
at Quebec.

Having thue deduced Each point accompanied with the customary
presentation of all the precente, the Pather had his discourse ghifted
on an other gubject matter, quitting the political ground for the re-
ligious. He made bold to discourse before the imposing assemble, as
gtrongly as he could, on Heaven, and of the Son of God and of many
other mysteries of our Holy Religion, even fﬂfﬁell. They &1l listened
to with respect and attention. The discourse terminated, the ageembly
withdrew aft;akthe ordinary ceremony and reciprocal compliments that
are ugually at the issue of such councils.

W intering of Father Lemoine Among the Iroquois.

Father Lemoine's employment during this memorable winter had been
mogtly about three poor and mieérable little flocks of Ghristiane,
different ag to nationality and language: French, Huron and Iroquois,
with a small number of baptized Iroquois regpectively escattered in the g
different villages of the Iroquois Confederation. :

The 1little French flock was composed of captives who were gtill de;
tained among the Iroquois, waiting for the time of their release promisg
them ag gtipulated in the peace agreement.

The Huron captives were constituting the most numerous group of
Chrisetians, many had been living under bondage gince the time of their
capture in the crushing defeat of their nation in 1649, some others
brought treacherously from Quebec in 1656 and gsubjected to same bitter

condition as their formee brothers in this land of sorrow, and of rough
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and- ragh”dealing on the part of their merciless conquerors.

They were most worthy of compassion and of priestly solicitude
ag they had been keeping with an admirable constancy the flame of the
FPaith alwaye fully alight in their souls, and within their hearts an
undying love for the Christian religion.

The Father waw meanwhile active in laying the foundation of an
Iroquoig Chrigtian Community, preparing with great zeal and devotedness
life-material in previgion for that purpose, by baptizing the babies
and instructing &ll1 those as willing to hear him, without neglecting
the gick whom he, most of the time, succeeded in disposing to & worthy
reception of Baptism before dying, and thus amorously despatching them
to heaven ag advertising samples of a future gorgeous vegetation of sow

ls for God's Paradise.----
The Dream Cult Among The Iroquoie.

The belief in dreams played an important part in the religion of
the Iroquoig. --~Thig specific superstition was deeply rooted in their
peychologic being.-~-~It was parfaken as well by the Harons and most
Indian Tribes of North America. The dream was among those people of
yore the great power by whose despotic caprice every Indian wag lisble
to be dominated as to hie personal conduct in daily 1life.

No mighief, no crime even were discounté;ggéed in face of a dream
which slggestes it. Ho pain, no sacrifices, no material lost were to be
congidered in any eventuality of a dream to be accomplisghed.

Here are set down a few instanceg of paine endured, and misdeeds
wrought in connection with dreame to serve for an examplification of
the gtrong hold the demon had on the minde of these people through the
dream....They can be read in the original records: (Relation des Jesuits

l662 p. 8.
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laet instance: A yopng warrior(bappeneé)to dream, one night,
that he had been made & war-prisoner, as the result of an encounter
with a party of enemies. On awakening, the following morning, hie
formoet concern wag about the accomplishment of his dream, less he
ghould 1ncur personally the misfortune of beigg made captive by real

Loz ‘-{f f"’:n’l“ﬂ‘»"«&j; v ,?",;'T
enemieg, and he-ms&e to undergo the fate (the pain of death at theupt
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gtake) liable to befall him as such...

To his bhest friends gathered around him, whom he had called
for the purpose, he spoke in & tone of tenderness and gupplication
to induce them to have pity on him and not deny him their most needed
gervice on the dire nececsgity to whichﬂis demon had reduced him.ese..
this affair of higs was a gerious one and of great importance. "So if
you are my friends", he gaid, "ghow it now in treating me as an enemy
taken by yon at war and thus made your captive."

Ag in like occurrences, love wag best proved by ignoring friend-
ghip and by being cruel...these good friende of his transformed, on
& sudden, into fierce enemies must now be prompt through mercy to
fulfill their function of torturers. Thereupon precipitating forward,
seized their man, stripped him of his best dress, for he had donned
hig moet fashionable costume for the circamstance\; after putting him
into =o0lid bonde, they drapgged him along the foot pathe of the village
ag is usnally done with condemned victime, amid jeerings and shoutinge
from the accompanying crowd until they reached the popular place for
final executions. He is hoisted up on a platform sustained by posts.
WoodpileX disposed in & circle around his standing place had been set
afire already. Hie devoted executioners conscious of their role rry
now their love as far as to carese his nude limbe with hands Qgi;cover-
ed with velvet gloves but armed with firebrande, flaming torches or
burning irons and coals. The poor innocent self-made-victim of &n

-
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lgt« instance: A young warrior h&ppened to dream, one night,
thet he had heen made a war-prisoner, ag the resilt of an encounter
with a party of enemies. On awakening, t-e following morning, hie
foremost concern vags about the accomplishment of his dream, lese he
should ineur personally the misfortune of being made captive by real
enemieé, and be made to undergo the fate (the pain of death at the
stake) liable to ﬂefall him ag such...

To his best friends gathered around him , whom he had called
for the purpose, he gpoke in & tone of tenderness and supplication
to induce them to have pity on him and not deny him their most needed
gservice on the dire necesgity to which his demon had reduced him ----
this affair of hies was & gerious one and of great importance., "So if
you are my friendsg", he gaid, "show it now in treating me ag an enemy

taken by you at war and thus m&de jour captive.” b ¥ .;Ci{\fﬂ
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Ag inllike occurrences, love ig hest prowed b;fignoring:friend-
ship and b;‘being cruel...thgse good friende. of his transeformed, on
a sudden, intb fierce enemies must now be prompt through merey to
ful 111 Fhelrfonetlion of torture;i Thereupori precipitating forward,
cseized their man, stripped him of his Lest dress, for he had donned
hig moet fashbonédhde costume for the circumstances; after putting him
into golid bonds, they dragged him along the foot pathe of the village
ag ie usunally done with condemned victims, amid jeerings and shoutings
from the accompanying crowd until they reached the »opular place for
final executions. He ig hoisted up on & platform sustained by posts.
Woodpiles dienosed in & circle around his standing place had bheen set
afire already. His devoted executioners congcioug of their role:carry
now their love acs £€r as to caress hie nude limhe with hande not cover-
ed with velvet g}oves but armed with firebrands, flaming torthes:cor
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abgurd superstition carried his devotion and cult of fear toward an
’imaginary demon as far ag to prompt him to endure that esweet torture
to hig life's lest limit. He had it etopped only after hie flegh
had been ravaged to such a gravity that it took him eix full monthe
to recover from hig burns.

Another one having seen in a dream his cabin on fire and burnt
down had no peace with himeelf less he should eee in state of wake
hig cabin really aflame; thereupon the ancients to whom he referred to
for the accomplighment of hie dream, after deliberating over the case,
prceeded in & body, marching in & solemn procession with torchee in
hand, and setting fire to the cabin which did an effective work.

How ig it that these o0ld pagan adepte of such false and absurd
belief were go heroic in enduring such intolerable paing for their un-
real divinities, whereas, us Christians are go destitu of endurance
and so fretful in suffering the least thing for the service of the
true God, to whom we believe and for the pogsesgion of whose eternal
kingdom we are laboring.

In sicknese there was nothing like a good dream, a dream to the
point smong the Indiane of o0ld to help find out the real remedy
to cure magically sick persons.,

But such is nature, that the Indian dreamers in gickness having
gometimeg their brain wrought up with delivering fever, their dreams
happened also to possesg some features of their gickly humor,....
fantastic, exteavagant, vague etc., which puzzled equivalently the medi
cel skill of their self-made-diviners called upon to guess the sickness
of the dreamer and apply the remedy.

One woman,--the Migtress of the cabin where Father Lemoine was
lodging,--had a dream...a dream in gicknews, but not particularly ex-
travagant; for the womanYe gickness was not exactly fever, but a swell-
ing on one cheek which was causing her great discomfort and importunity
ghe could not get rid of thke sore by-any known remedy. In her annoy-

ing condition the dream that she had was most welcome as & happy
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absurd superstition carried his devotion and cult of fear toward an

imaginary demon ag far as to prompt~ him to endure that sweet torture
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to hig life's last limit. He had it stopped only after his flesh
had been ravapged to such a gravity that it took him six full months
to recover from his burns.

Another one having geen in & dream higs cabin on fire and burnt
down had no peace with himself less he should see in state of wake
hig cabin really afiame; thereupon the ancients to whom he referred to
for the accbmplishment of his dream, after deliherating over the case,
proceeded in & body, marching in & colemn procession with‘toreches'in
hand, and setting fire to the eabin which did an effeefige work.

Jow ig it that these 0ld pagan adepts of such false and abgurd
belief were go heroic in enduring suceh intolerable pains for their un-
real divinities, whereag, us Christians are so destitute of endurance
and so fretful in suffering the least thing for the serviee of the
ttiwe God, to whom we believe and for the possession of whosce eternal
Kingdom we afe laboring;

In gickness there was notning like & good dream, & dream to
the point among the Indians of 0ld to help find out the real remedy
to cure magically sgick persons.

But such ig nature, that the Indian dreamers in gicknegs having
sometimes their brain wrought up w1£h delivering fever, their dreams

ALY
happened also to possegs g0 me(? &1t:)of bhelr gicekly humeolr, .. bﬁiﬁg
fantastic, extravagant yrague ete. ,which puzzled equivalently the med-
ieal skill of their QPWf made-diviners called upon to guess cand appl;
e A eGaries”
the. remedy

One wom&an,--the Migtress of the cabin where Father Temoine wag
lodging,-- had a dream ... & dfeam in sicknees, but not particularly
extravagant; for the woman's sickness was not exaetly fever, but a
gwelling on one cheek which was cauging her great discomfort &nd im-

portunitys she could not get rid of this sore by any known remedy.iln

her annoying condition £he dreamhthatiehe: had was most welcome ag &
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Weppy pressege. It proeeeded from the illnzion of her being trefted

by some Indisns of & certain nation entirely strange to her, with the
seeming effect of a pergect cure. What a good fortune for the woman.
for these Indians of jore counted & great deal on dreams as %o the
indication of the right remedy one in gickness needed to work up eff-
ectively his cure.

And happily for the woman dreamer, it happened Jjust &t the time
gome Indians of that strange netion were to be found &t Onnondags, her
own village, held in captivity as var-prisoners. Theretnpon they are
on and requested to &apply to the sicik woman the best remedy ever de-
cocted in their country. The medicine is ~repared lenghty and carefully
with forceful magical ceremonies. Then the fanciful healers proceeded
golemnly with their famous remedy to the door of the cabin. All the
curious people anticipating the pleasure of witnessing a wonderful cure
that was going to take place in the sick Woman'e cabin had alrady gath -
ered therein in & great number.

The first personapessof the curing party to enter were old-aged
women, who emergedithroughithe door chanting a song accomhanied with
the sound of a drum. A little after followed the entry at slow and
measured paceg of three bears, in disguise, leaping from one foot to
enother, then again to another, and so on until on a suddea they. efiect.
ed & bear-like bound toward the sick woman as if going to ﬂevour'her;
but nothing of the kind, it was just to administer their marvelous re-
medy., It consisted in her cheek being stewed b, the application of a
kind of poalltrice com osed of hot ashes, supposedly endowed with the
required magical healing power. At last, the finsl scene of the whole
comedy wasg played when men. women and the minors Jjoined with the bears
in a dence of the funniest kind which was able to make the leagt in-

clined oneg to hilarity burst into laughter, but unable to make the
poor sgick woman feel any better. It amuged the crowd more than it did
good to the gik woman for whom the whole drollery had heen wielded.
The following instance which is the fourth of Father Iemoine's,

ie ag typical as the precedent plus the aggravation of the comic



verging on the tragic.
This present case could not escape the Priest's notice, as

he was himgelf, by the devil's malice, we may surmise, implicated in

'

it in & gingular manner, It goes as follows: ... A certain young Iro-
guois by & queer csaprice of his imagination let loose while the resgt
of himself wags in the bonds of gleep, saw himgelf dressed in Father's
robe and in the attitude of a priest. On avakening up to the real
world when morning came, he knew for hig despair that he could not
countton the willingness of the Priegt th have his dream accomplished
by letting him have hie cagsoek for the purpose, nevertheless he must
by all meang catisfy to the dictatesc6f-hisddemon manifested by his
dream. What to do? --- He resolved to prevail on the Father's will by
resorting to the empire of fear. "hen feigning insanity with rage, he
stérted running through the village, screaming like a damned soul.
In his raving about, the little ''ission wes his intended &im. He reach-
ed it; seeing not the presence of the Father, he rammed\§own the little
building and continued in his fury, clamoring: "I want to gtrip Odesonk,
(the Iroquois name éfrFather Temoine). "I mugt be obeyed: I muet be .
obeyed." .... He wanted to obey the demon of Higidream more than many
Chrigtiang care to obey Cod. This time alag to his preat dispair our
casual dreamer remained short for once in hig life of an act of def-
erance toward his demon by the °riest's failure to procure him the ne-
cessary article to accomplish it; but he ghowed pood will enough even
in hig failure, to appease his conscience and secure him againgt &ll
angry pursuit of the evil geniue,

Another instance whereby dreanm and impiety igs combined drove
a young barbarian to perpetrate an act of the worse savagery indeed. ---
It was not the priest's rohe that the dreamer cared for so much to get
but something more gacred--the crucifx of the little Chapel--. To this
effect the foung man ig seen walking toward the sacred little edifice;

arriving in front of it, the door being closed, he congidered s moment ,

and without the indice of hig evil degign, broke through, &nd in a
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state of madness, made for the Sacred Emblem upon the Altgf. Before
gseizing ity the Father was between him ahd the Alter, in an attitude
of recolute antagonism. The demoniac raised hig axe. The priest would
not retreat, on the contrary the more spirited was his registance as
the fiends menace grew, well determined to meet death rather than del-
igen the éacred object to impionushhands. The harbarian seized the
priest by the arm and brandishing his murderous instrument &bove hig
head ag if going to deliver the etroke when aroused by the clamour,
the most valiant of the village‘oame in 8 rush to the rescue of the
heroic religious man #wom the hande of hig brutal assailant. The fiend
giving his dream for an excusge went away &as if nothing akrnormal had

happened.

In & vigit to the !ohawks,-- one of the Five Iroquois Nations,
-- an object of particular interest was revealed to his sight which
awoke hig attention. It was & crucifix;measuring about two feet in
height. The "ohawk had layed hands on it in & raid committed at Arg-
entenay -- on the Ile DBOrleans, near Quebec. Thg previous year 1661

e <
they. hg obbed the church of that locality or(from some Catholic home

Ang
/”Q&Jaround,ﬁgis erucifix which they brought to their ‘country as a very
worthy and interesting war spoil, and as such were very proud in show-
ing it Yisitore.
liow Xarakontie although unbaptized s£till at the time must
have acquired already certain obgjectiveznotions of the things of the

Faith in his contact with the French and the Migsionaries. Thig good

Indian knowing well the respect and the veneration in which the



oy,

Crucifix wag held by the French in virtue of their religion, he
took forthwith upon himgelf to rescue thie Crucifix from the hande
of the pagan lMohawks and havezg;stored to the Christians. It would

be a pity, he thought to let an object of

47

uch religious meaning

exposed to disrespect and profanation and likely to hecome in the

e~

hands of ite actual possessers a plaything in the Q%gies of their
idolatrons ceremonies. But they would not easily let such a rare
war—trophi&ldepart from them, at lesst not without certain charge.
To secure it, it has to he ransom asz & war captive at & high price.
But Garakontie being & man of means and of authority with the Iro-
qdoistas not takxen at naught. A eplendid precsent was produced out
and handed to the detainer of the sacred 6bject. Fow to gsnatch away
his consent, Garakontie under an ingpiration of the moment gave utt-
erance, right in the presence of the asgsistance, to a train of sent-
ences on the dignity and high signification of the Holy Symbol, with
an eloquence more to be respected from the lips of a priest in the
pulpit than from the mouth of an illiterate Indian from the woods.
So moved by the flow of the speech more gtill than by the velue of
the present,,the Mohawks let the sacred article go into the hands of
that worthy Indian. Back to Onnondaga his home, glorious and triam-
phant &s if he had conquered & hundred war trophies he went with the
benediction of the priest !(Father Temoine) solemnly to place it on
the Alter of the little Chapel, hefore which the few ¥rench and the
many Haron captives from &1l parts of the country kneeleshdsprags:.) .
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